Taras, Shevehenko

THE DECLINE OF SERFDOM AND THE BIRTH OF CAPITALISM

with the Petrashevsky circle,
was interested in Herzen's mag-
azines, Polyarnaya Zvezda and
tHe Kolokol, and was a friend
,,pf Chernyshevsky and Dobro-
lyubov with whom he fought
hand in hand for a new life
"without the slave and with-
out the landlord." An important
influence in the development of
Shevehenko's poetical genius was
exercised by the distinguished
works of Russian literature.

The great Ukrainian poet of
the people, the revolutionary-
democrat Shevehenko, belongs
to the best classics of world
literature." Like the great Rus-
sian poet Pushkin, Shevchenko
is one of the best-loved poets
of all the Soviet people.

The cherished dream of thepoet
has   come   true. In   his  remarkable   pociu   Zapovit,   Shevchenko
calls upon the people:

. . . rise -up

And break your chains in glee!

And with   the oppressors9 evil blood sprinkle liberty!

And when that great new family*$ born,

The family of the free,

0 have a kindly and peaceful word

With which to remember me. *

Ukrainian art was moulded under the influence of the great cultur-
al heritages of Russia and Western Europe, preserving, however, all
its original national characteristics. Ukrainian culture, notwithstand-
ing constant persecution by tsarism, continued to develop in all
fields, revealing the powerful creative forces of the Ukrainian people
everywhere and in all things: in architecture, painting, sculpture,
music and literature.

In the 18th and beginning of the 19th century the Ukrainian land-
lords had organized orchestras, choirs, and theatrical troupes consist-
ing of serf peasants.

* When I Am Dead, Trans,   by Jack Lindsay, International Literature,
1939, No. 3, p. 51.